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Are you ready to serve?
I know that the Annual Meeting may seem like it’s still a long way
off but, believe it or not, this month marks the official start of the
undertaking by convening our nominating committee. It's their job to
review all of the candidates running for the board of trustees and they
will have their hands full this year as we have a number of seats to fill.
For me, this process always brings to mind one of the most notable
inaugural speeches given by John F. Kennedy when said, “Ask not what
your country can do for you, ask what you can do for your country.”
On a smaller scale, I think the same can be asked about our co-op. As
MIKE FULLER
cooperative, we together with our member-owners to serve their needs.
President & CEO
But that can only happen with members who are actively engaged and
willing to give of their time and expertise to help guide the co-op.
Berkeley
Electric’s board is made up of business owners, retired educators,
preachers and more. We rely on
their many talents to help us make
informed decisions on long-term priorities and investments. Our directors
live in the co-op’s service area and are
the eyes and ears of the community.
We recognize it takes many people
with different skills to create a wellrounded board. That’s why when we
seek new trustees, we look for local
community members to apply their
unique talents. But above all else,
Trustee Shelia Powell is joined by fellow board members and CEO
we’re looking for folks who love our
Mike Fuller to receive her New Director Orientation certificate as
community and are ready to put
part of the Credentialed Cooperative Director program.
their skills to use to benefit all our
friends and neighbors.

What does it mean to serve on the board?
While day-to-day decisions are made by co-op staff, major decisions are made by
the board, whose mission is to look out for the vitality of the co-op and the community
it serves. Our board meets on a regular basis, and we offer specialized training opportunities to help board members make informed decisions such as the Credentialed
Cooperative Director (CCD) program recently completed by our newest trustee, Shelia
Powell. .

Opportunity to serve
Board elections will be held in November, and we will be publishing important dates
and information through the magazine and our social media channels. We love our community and want to help it thrive. If you share the same commitment and want to contribute in a tangible way, I hope you’ll consider running for a board position.
Sincerely,

@berkeleyelectriccoop
@BerkeleyElectricCooperative
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WHO
POWERS
YOU?
Inspired by someone
making a difference in
our community?
Tell their story and
they could win a prize.

Your Touchstone Energy Cooperative

Together, let’s
celebrate the
power of
human
connections.

We know our community is filled with
unsung heroes who are making a
difference. Let’s celebrate them!
This is your chance to honor the
people who are making a real difference.
Winners will be selected by a panel of
judges based on the impact they have
on our community. All entries must be
submitted by July 31, 2022.

Grand Prize $2,500
Your Local Co-op Prize $1,000

Visit ecsc.org/WhoPowersYou for full contest rules
Hurry! Deadline is July 31!

The power of human connections.®
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Your Touchstone Energy Cooperative

Open for business

Calendar Contest!
It's no secret that we live in one of the most beautiful places
in the state. We want to showcase your best "Lowcountry
Landscape" in this year's calendar and if your photo is chosen
you win $100!
The contest runs from July 1st thru September 31st. All
submissions must be landscape orientation (horizontal) and
print quality so send us the highest resolution image possible.
Cell phone shots are accepted but not encouraged. Please
e-mail all submissions to micahp@bec.coop with the subject
line “Calendar Contest.” Be sure let us know the location of
your landscape. You must be a BEC member to enter!

The Moncks Corner headquarters located at 1732 US-52
West is now fully open for business. This facility serves as the
new corporate headquarters and district office. It is also the
home of Berkeley Propane Company and its showroom.
The former corporate headquarters at 414 N. Hwy 52 and
district office at 551 R.C. Dennis Blvd have permanently ceased
all operations. This only applies to the Moncks Corner district.
Our three other district offices in Johns Island, Goose Creek and
Awendaw remain open to serve our members.

Summer rate tilt
Living in the Lowcountry, it should come as no surprise
that there is usually a greater need for air conditioning compared to heating during the year. This greater demand for electricity, especially in the afternoons, drives up demand which
is reflected in the wholesale price of electricity the co-op purchases from its supplier. This is known as the summer “tilt” and
affects rates from June through mid-September. The summer
energy charge is currently $0.1262 per kWh compared to the
winter energy charge of $0.1183 per kWh. Please note that an
additional $0.015 per kWh fuel cost credit will be applied.

MARCH 2021

MARCH 2022

304,029,849

333,427,725

111,552

117,512

Avg. residential kWh/meter

1,022

1,047

Avg. residential bill/meter

$134.68

$144.21

6007

6128

Avg. daily high temperature

72

74

Avg. daily low temperature

49

51

BERKELEY AT-A-GLANCE

Total kWh sold
No. meters served

Miles of line

It's your last chance to win a

FREE A/C
Contest ends July 29

Sign up at any district office
or online at
berkeleyelectric.coop

Courtesy of
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Scam
Warning
Signs

you have a scheduled appointment or reported a problem.
Berkeley Electric employees will be in full uniform and/or
carry ID badges. When we perform work on our members’
property, our employees will always identify themselves as will
any contractors working on behalf of the co-op. We want to
help protect our community against utility scams, and you can
help create the first line of defense. Please report any potential
scams to us so we can spread the word.

It’s no secret that our members have long been targets for
utility scams, but fraudsters have changed their tactics since the
Covid-19 pandemic. As members relied more on technology for
work, school and commerce, scammers adapted their tactics.

Common Types of Scams
Most often, scammers claim you are overdue on your electric bill and threaten to disconnect your service if you don’t
pay immediately. Whether this is done in-person, by phone,
text or email, the scammers want to scare you into immediate
payment so you don’t have time think clearly.
If this happens over the phone, simply hang up. If you’re
concerned about your bill, call us. Our phone number can
also be found on your monthly bill and on our website at
berkeleyelectric.coop. Take notes and if you’re unsure, you
can always contact us or use Smarthub to check the status of
your account. Remember, Berkeley Electric will never demand
immediate payment over the phone or after just one notice.
Some scammers may falsely claim you have been overcharged on your bill and say they want to give a refund. It
sounds easy. All you have to do is click or press a button to
initiate the process. Instead of money going into your bank
account, the scammers can drain your account and use personal information such as a social security number for identity
theft. Again, always double check with the co-op before paying.
We have also seen a rise in imposter scams with people
knocking on doors claiming to work for the co-op or claiming
to sell programs on behalf of Berkeley Electric such as solar
systems. Be aware that these are independent companies and
are not affiliated with the co-op in any fashion.

Defend Yourself Against Scams
Be wary of call or texts from unknown numbers. Be suspicious of an unknown person claiming to be a utility worker
who requests banking or other personal information.
Never let anyone into your home that you don’t know unless
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Co-op awards $50,000
in scholarships
Congratulations to our 2022 Trust Scholarship winners!
This year, Operation Round Up® was able to provide 10
scholarships to graduating seniors from local high schools.
Each student will receive $5,000 to help them pursue their
higher education goals:
• Tatum Carr, Cane Bay HS
• Ashton Howard, Cross HS
• Radha Patel, Stratford HS
• Destiny Taylor, Philip Simmons HS
• Maddox Barron, Wando HS
• Zaire Croker, Berkeley HS
• Marquisha Johnson, Timberland HS
• Dylan Ruggiero, Hanahan HS
• Kayla Wilson, Goose Creek HS
• Aiden Patno, St. Johns HS
Under the educational section of the Trust, it is the
Trust Board’s aim to provide scholarships for children of
members or guardians of Berkeley Electric Cooperative.
Operation Round Up® is a voluntary program where
members of Berkeley Electric Cooperative combine their
money to help fund worthy projects and help those in need
in our service area. Operation Round Up is administered
by Berkeley Electric Trust, a board of directors made up of
community leaders from our service territory.
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Your Touchstone Energy Cooperative

Youth Tour takes
flight again
After being grounded for two years due to the COVID-19
pandemic, the Washington Youth Tour is taking back to the
skies as high school students from across America spend a
week in the nation's capital this summer. Students will take a
trip to remember as they tour monuments and museums while
learning about the impact electric cooperatives have on their
communities. Each year, roughly 2,000 delegates mix, mingle
and make friendships that last a lifetime.
This year, Berkeley Electric Cooperative has selected five
rising seniors to represent the co-op during Youth Tour which
takes place from June 18-23.
• Abigail Crumley, Solid Rock Believers Homeschool
• Amy Crumley, Solid Rock Believers Homeschool
• Joaquin Jade Trakas, Pinewood Preparatory School
• Kinsley Mixon, Stratford High School
• Oziaah Wright-Bradley, Cane Bay High School
Students will also be able to apply for the $5,000 R.D.
Bennett scholarship which spotlights the cooperative principle
of “concern for the community.”

The fun doesn't stop there, however, as most of
these students are also taking part in the Cooperative Youth
Summit. This free leadership experience, aimed at rising
juniors, replicates the Youth Tour on the state level as
students spend a week in Columbia learning about how state
government works, visiting with local legislators and even
getting to try their hand at being a lineman. The summit will
take place from July 11-14. Joining their fellow Youth Tour
students will be:
• Aeisha Smith, Stratford High School
• Christian Morton, Cane Bay High School
• Mercy Fletcher, Goose Creek High School
Youth Summit students also take part in a nationally-recognized podcast competition with the chance to win one of four
$5,000 college scholarships. Students will work in small groups
to create podcasts highlighting their thoughts on current events
and the podcasts will be judged by a panel of journalists.

Abigail Crumley
Solid Rock Believers

Aeisha Smith
Stratford High

Amy Crumley
Solid Rock Believers

Christian Morton
Cane Bay High

Joaquin Jade Trakas
Pinewood Preparatory

Kinsley Mixon
Stratford High

Mercy Fletcher
Goose Creek High

Oziaah Wright-Bradley
Cane Bay High

BERKELEYELECTRIC.COOP | JULY 2022 | BERKELEY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

20C

CO-OP NEWS
Blue Crab Festival returns next month
It's time to grab your mallet and crab cracker and join us for
the ultimate Lowcountry pickin’ at the 25th Annual Awendaw
Blue Crab Festival. The festival makes its return this year at the
gorgeous Town of Awendaw Municipal Park on August 27 from
11 am to 5 pm.
Crabs will be served by the bucket with your choice of flavor
– traditional, garlic, or Cajun! If crabs aren’t your thing, no
problem. They’ve got you covered with an abundance of local
food trucks to satisfy all the cravings. And that’s just the tip of
the bushel with live music, over 75 vendors, hay & pontoon
boat rides and a free kids area (plus beer & wine for the
adults.)

Festival History
It all began in 1994 when a small group of residents gathered under the live oak tree at Town Hall to eat a few bushels
of crabs. Since then the Awendaw Blue Crab Festival has grown
to an annual event celebrating Awendaw life where over a 100
bushels of Lowcountry blue crabs are steamed and served.
The Awendaw Blue Crab Festival is an exciting event that
hosts over 2,000 folks from all over the country. After the festival's modest beginnings at Town Hall, it relocated to Camp
Sewee on Doar Rd for several years. Today the festival is at
its permanent home, The Town of Awendaw Municipal Park,
located at 7900 Doar Road and is supported by community
sponsors like Berkeley Electric Cooperative.

Event Information
Please be aware that all crab buckets, beer and wine, hayrides, and boat rides require tickets, which may be purchased
at the Ticket & Merchandise booth. Leashed pets are permitted but no outside beverages, coolers, or tents. Bicycles must
be kept outside the fence. Please feel free to bring chairs and
blankets. Free parking on-site until it lasts. Premium parking
is available for $20. Credit card and cash accepted for parking.
Advance tickets are available at www.townofawendawsc.org.
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AUGUST 27
11 AM - 5 PM
Town of Awendaw Municipal Park
7997 Doar Road
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General Admission:
$10 in advance • $15 at the door
12 & under are Free

