










SC�|�berkeley extra Co-op on campus

ELECTRIC COOPERATIVES ARE part of the communities 
they serve which is why Berkeley Electric was glad to help 
a local school get ready for the new school year. Charleston 
Collegiate, an independent day school served by the co-op 
on Johns Island, was looking for a way to set up outdoor 
classrooms to help reduce the risk of COVID-19. Berkeley 
donated and delivered 27 wooden reels of various sizes 
which were sanded, painted, and used as tables for outdoor 
classes scattered across the school’s 30-acre campus.

This isn’t the �rst time Berkeley Electric has partnered 
with Charleston Collegiate. The school, which focuses on 
project-based learning, was a previous recipient of one 
of the co-op’s Bright Ideas teacher grants. The grant was 
used for the “Chickens on Campus” project where students 
learned science, health, math and the value of cooperation 
by researching and raising chickens on campus. The 
chickens help reduce bugs in the school’s garden and their 
eggs are featured daily on the cafeteria menu.

Berkeley Electric’s Bright Ideas program supports 
innovative classroom education curriculum not funded by 
traditional school �nancing. The co-op awards an average 
of $10,000 each year directly to local teachers through the 
program.  

Chickens, 
funded by 
a Bright 
Ideas 
grant, 
provide 
hands-on 
lessons to 
students at 
Charleston 
Collegiate 
on Johns 
Island. 

Beckham’s Build 
IT ISN’T OFTEN that you get to make a real impact in someone’s 
life which made it even more special when co-op employees 
recently had a chance to touch the life of one of their fellow 
employees, Blake Brown, who works as a lead distribution 
designer for the co-op. It was one of the worst day’s in Brown’s 
life when his infant son, Beckham, was diagnosed with Stage 4 
Neuroblastoma earlier this year. Luckily, brave little Beckham 
responded well to the chemotherapy and celebrated his �rst 
birthday with a brand new clubhouse built for him and his 
sister, Ryleigh, by Brown’s family and co-workers. The project 
was spearheaded by The KLH Group of Charleston which 
partners with corporate groups to create social impact events, 
such as their clubhouse builds for over 230,000 children since 
2016.  

Co-op volunteers built a playhouse for an employee’s 
infant son who is recovering from cancer  
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Berkeley recently donated wooden reels 
to help set-up outdoor classrooms for the 
school due to COVID-19 safety concerns.
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